










2023 Media Coverage



• Aron Bryce – January 1st

fbclid=IwAR0WkLdCjOmSNIrzNb61FBAR0qN3dmVHokfw6-3OpZdLLPg0Ty3hS_R9t8s

• Community Voices: Making change with the ISPS – January 20th
https://stpetecatalyst.com/community-voices-making-change-with-the-isps/

• Hometown astronaut Nicole Stott mixes art and science at Leepa-Rattner – February 7th
https://www.83degreesmedia.com/forgood/Local-NASA-astronaut-Nicole-Stott-blends-art-andscience-
at-Leepa-Rattner-Museum-of-Art-020723.aspx

 February 17th

• Food insecurity solutions reviewed at SPC panel – February 27th
https://www.wmnf.org/food-insecurity-solutions-reviewed-at-spc-panel/

• ‘SISTER TAKEOVER’ EVENT CONNECTS ECKERD CAMPUS TO COMMUNITY INFLUENCERS –
March 3rd

• Local leaders discuss female challenges, triumphs – March 4th
https://stpetecatalyst.com/local-leaders-discuss-female-challenges-triumphs/

• Experts To Discuss The Nursing Workforce Dilemma In Florida – April 3rd

utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=emailtest_
E1:c0&user_email=d4a12691f80534270

• Mayors to address state of beaches – April 12th
https://www.tbnweekly.com/beaches/article_ba9a4cf2-d87b-11ed-930f-438690c9a879.html

• State of the Beaches – April 15th
https://thegabber.com/state-of-the-beaches

• 50 ways to celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day in Tampa Bay – April 18th
https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/entertainment/things-to-do/2023/04/18/51-wayscelebrate-
earth-day-arbor-day-tampa-bay/

2023 media coverage



• Storm prep a key as Pinellas communities deliver State of the Beaches - April 27th 
-

pa/news/2023/04/25/state-of-the-beaches---pinellas-county-?cid=app_share 

• Mayors in Pinellas hold 'State of Our Beaches' - April 27th 
https://www.fox13news.com/news/mayors-in-pinellas-dis-
cuss-concerns-in-state-of-our-beaches-meeting

• Fla. senate passes bill that would change how some cities police vacation rentals - April 27th 
-

ate-passes-bill-that-would-change-how-some-cities-police-vacation-rentals 

April 29th 

May 6th 

• Illumination - Spring 2023 – May 16th 

• PHSC Nursing Program Celebrates Graduates, Remains Atop Rankings – May 31st 
https://stpetecatalyst.com/local-leaders-discuss-female-challenges-triumphs/

• Movers & Shakers – June 8th 
https://www.tampabay.com/sponsored/2023/06/08/graduatesgradua-
tionmovers-shakersst-pete-chamber-commerceleadership-st-pete/ 

• Tampa Bay area Sens. Ed Hooper, Darryl Rouson to recap 2023 Session – July 26th 
https://thetampabay100.com/politics-category/2023/07/26/tam-
pa-bay-area-sens-ed-hooper-darryl-rouson-to-recap-2023-session/25519 

• Why the savviest donors practice trust-based philanthropy – July 31st  
https://stpetecatalyst.com/trust-based-philanthropy/ 

• Brett Bina – August 2nd 

• Dr. Tom Furlong – August 14th  

2023 media coverage
       (continued)



• Matthew Lee – September 5th 

• Jo-Lynn Brown – September 11th

• Hispanic Heritage Month events in the Tampa Bay area – September 14th 
https://tbaytoday.6amcity.com/events/hispanic-heritage-month-events-in-the-tampa-bay-area

• West St. Pete event highlights area, promotes unity – September 16th 
https://stpetecatalyst.com/west-st-pete-event-highlights-area-promotes-unity/?fbclid=IwAR1qjATQ0-EbsE

• Why is this US Constitution Week? – September 19th 
https://stpetecatalyst.com/why-is-september-17th-constitution-day/ 

• Valerie Ellis Lavin – September 20th 

• Mark Strickland – September 28th 

October 3rd 
https://tbaytoday.6amcity.com/events/hispanic-heritage-month-events-in-the-tampa-bay-area

• Hispanic heritage: Part of Tampa’s tapestry – October 3rd 
https://www.ccdaily.com/2023/10/hispanic-heritage-part-of-tampas-tapestry

October 18th  

• Pinellas community calendar – October 31st 
https://www.tbnweekly.com/local-events/article_aaca952a-77fe-11ee-9993-b3f847a8e981.html

November 20th  

-young-documentary/ 

November 29th 
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January 2023 

Programs 
- December 7th, 2022 @ SPC Bay Pines STEM Center (6:00 pm to 7:00 pm) 
Foundation for The Future: Building our Housing Landscape  
ISPS, the Treasure Island & Madeira Beach Chamber of Commerce, the St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership 
and Amplify Clearwater discussed housing solutions in Pinellas County. Jason Mathis, CEO, St. Petersburg 
Downtown Partnership hosted the conversation with Sean King, Vice President of Government Relations, 
Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas and West Pasco Counties, Evan Johnson, Housing and Community 
Development Department, Pinellas County Government and Barclay Harless, St. Petersburg Market Leader, 
Vice President for Bank OZK. About 45 people attended in-person, which included VIPs such as State 
Representative Lindsay Cross and School Board Member Dawn Peters. 
- December 8th, 2022 @ John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital (8:00 am to 9:00 am) 
Autism Awareness Breakfast  
ISPS and John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital (JHACH) hosted breakfast as autism experts from different 
areas -- Dr. Lauren Gardner from John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, Kaylin Villeme from the MacDonald 
Training Center and Keli Mondello Co-Founder and Board Chairman, Learning Independence For Tomorrow 
Inc. (LiFT) -- discussed current trends and perspectives in the field in an intimate conversation. This installment 
part of the Autism Awareness series that was made possible by the generous donors from the ISPS Autism 
Awareness Golf Fundraiser. 
- January 31st, 2023 @ Leepa-Rattner Museum of Art (7:00 pm to 8:00 pm) 
 “eARTh from SPACE” with Nicole Stott, Astronaut and Artist  
Astronaut and artist Nicole Stott will give a special presentation “eARTh from SPACE” which will address the 
connection between art and space. 
 
News 

•  ISPS published its 2022 End of the Year Report. 
•  Kimberly Jackson, ISPS Executive Director, was awarded the Boy Scouts of America Greater Tampa 

Bay Area Council Mary Evertz Distinguished Service Award. 
•  Aron Bryce, ISPS Statewide Coordinator, was accepted as a member of the Leadership St. Pete 2023 

Class.  
•  Completing his Titan to Bull journey, Matthew Lee, ISPS Graphic Designer, recently graduated from 

the University of South Florida. 
•  Sam Jenkins continues his role as Associate Director as he helps construct the vision and strategy of the 

Institute.  
•  The ISPS Board of Directors will meet on February 13th at 6pm in Collaborative Labs. 
•  ISPS recently published its December newsletter.  

Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

January Report for Spring 2023 ~ 
 

INSTITUTE FOR STRATEGIC  
POLICY SOLUTIONS  
 

 

http://stpe.co/housing2022
https://isps.spcollege.edu/events/autism-awareness-breakfast/
https://isps.spcollege.edu/events/autism-awareness-breakfast/
https://isps.spcollege.edu/repository-autism-awareness/
https://leeparattner.org/event/special-event-earth-from-space-with-nicole-stott-astronaut-and-artist/?event_date=2023-01-31
https://leeparattner.org/event/special-event-earth-from-space-with-nicole-stott-astronaut-and-artist/?event_date=2023-01-31
https://isps.spcollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/Institute-For-Strategic-Policy-Solutions-2022-Review.pdf
https://conta.cc/3GSSovt
https://solutions.spcollege.edu/
https://solutions.spcollege.edu/
https://solutions.spcollege.edu/
https://isps.spcollege.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhuGwmtXb0PB9JEzor6dScOk9AEfdGdW1
https://www.instagram.com/spcisps/
https://www.facebook.com/SPCISPS


 
February 2023 

Programs 
January 31st, 2023 @ Leepa-Rattner Museum of Art (7:00 pm to 8:00 pm) 
 “eARTh from SPACE” with Nicole Stott, Astronaut and Artist  
In collaboration with the Leepa-Rattner Museum of Art, ISPS and Dr. Sid Martin, astronaut and artist Nicole 
Stott gave a special presentation “eARTh from SPACE,” which addressed the connection between art and 
space. Around 160 people attended the event in person with another 15 watching online. 
 
February 23rd, 2023 via Zoom (12:30 pm to 1:30 pm) 
Agriculture in Florida 
Join ISPS virtually for a panel discussion to delve into agriculture policy in Florida, workforce issues and 
challenges in the industry.  
 
News 

•  ISPS published its 2022 End of the Year Report, Executive Director Report and Spring 2023 Save the 
Dates. 

•  Matthew Lee, ISPS Graphic Designer, recently published an article in the St. Pete Catalyst chronicling 
his ISPS and SPC journey.  

•  The ISPS Board of Directors will meet on February 13th at 6pm in Collaborative Labs. 
•  ISPS recently published its January newsletter.  

 
Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

February Report for Spring 2023 ~ 
 

INSTITUTE FOR STRATEGIC  
POLICY SOLUTIONS  
 

 



 
March 2023 

Programs 
 
February 23rd, 2023 via Zoom (12:30 pm to 1:30 pm) 
Agriculture in Florida 
ISPS hosted a panel discussion to delve into agriculture policy in Florida, workforce issues and challenges in 
the industry. Mark Trujillo of the Humana Foundation moderated the conversation with Catherine Campbell, 
PhD, Community Food Systems Specialist, UF IFAS, Monica Petrella, Food Systems Program Coordinator, UF 
IFAS and Javier Garces, DPM, Professor and Program Director, Valencia College. Around 45 people attended 
the program live.  
 
March 29th, 2023 @ SPC Veterinary Technology Center (1:00 pm to 2:30 pm) 
Community Conversation: Why Dogs are more important than ever before. 
Join ISPS and Peter Kageyama, writer, and urbanist from St. Petersburg, Florida as we engage in a community 
conversation at the SPC – Veterinary Technology Center on the importance that dogs have in our communities. 
 
News 
 

•  On March 22nd, ISPS, along with Professor Kelli Stickrath, Chair of the Natural Science Department, 
will co-host a movie screening of “Dear Tampa Bay, Stories from the Gulf Coast” on the SPC Tarpon 
Springs Campus LY-156 from 6-7:30pm. 

•  The ISPS Team recently tabled at Volunteer Rush ’23, a collaboration with the Gulfport Senior Center 
and non-profit Seniors in Service to get the 55+ community involved in civic engagement. This 
collaboration stems from our April 1st, 2022 program, “Engaging Seniors in Civic Life,” and our 
convening of non-profit stakeholders in the aging community on June 29th, 2022. 

•  Recent Program Coverage: 
o 83 Degrees: Hometown astronaut Nicole Stott mixes art and science at Leepa-Rattner 
o St. Pete Catalyst: Home ownership and the affordable housing puzzle 
o WMNF: Food insecurity solutions reviewed at SPC panel 

•  ISPS published its February newsletter.  
•  ISPS Executive Director Kimberly G. Jackson will moderate a Suncoast Tiger Bay conversation on 

March 1st at the St. Peterburg Museum of History with Brandi Gabbard, St. Petersburg City Council 
Chair, USF St. Petersburg campus Chancellor, Dr. Christian Hardigree, and Lisa Cane, Chair of Pinellas 
County School Board around Women’s History Month, family, careers and change. 

 
Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

March Report for Spring 2023 ~ 
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April 2023 

Programs 
March 29th, 2023 @ SPC Veterinary Technology Center (1:00 pm to 2:30 pm) 
Community Conversation: Why Dogs are more important than ever before. 
Join ISPS and Peter Kageyama, writer, and urbanist from St. Petersburg, Florida as we engage in a community 
conversation at the SPC – Veterinary Technology Center on the importance that dogs have in our communities. 
 
April 4th, 2023 @ Pasco-Hernando State College -- Instructional Performing Arts Center (2:00 pm to 
3:00 pm) 
The Nursing Workforce Dilemma in Florida 
Join ISPS and our panel of experts as we explore the intersection of nursing and the workforce with a statewide 
scope. Our panelists will discuss the trends, challenges, and solutions for those in the nursing field as well as the 
state of nursing education in Florida. 
 
April 22nd, 2023 @ Treasure Island and Madeira Beach Chamber of Commerce (8:30 am to 10:00 am) 
Earth Day Beach Clean Up 
Join ISPS and our partners, Keep Pinellas Beautiful and the Treasure Island and Madeira Beach Chamber of 
Commerce as we celebrate Earth Day by cleaning up Madeira Beach! 
 
April 27th, 2023 @ Madeira Beach City Hall (5:30 pm to 6:30 pm) 
State of the Beaches – Mayors’ Town Hall 
ISPS and the Treasure Island & Madeira Beach Chamber of Commerce will host a conversation about the state 
on the beaches with several beach mayors. Each mayor will have the opportunity to share what is happening in 
their respective cities. This informative session will be followed by a reception in which you can meet and greet 
your mayors. 
 
News 

•  ISPS published its March newsletter.  
•  ISPS Executive Director Kimberly G. Jackson and ISPS Associate Director Sam Jenkins visited 

Tallahassee during the Legislative Session. They attended the Joint Legislative Meeting between the 
Council of Presidents and the Trustees Commission, along with other stakeholder meetings, including 
Dr. Larry Tyree, Interim Executive Director of the Association of Florida Colleges, and Tallahassee 
Community College Associate Dean Summer Dusek. 

 
Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

April Report for Spring 2023 ~ 
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Programs 
March 29th, 2023 @ SPC Veterinary Technology Center (1:00 pm to 2:30 pm) 
Community Conversation: Why Dogs are more important than ever before. 
Peter Kageyama, writer and urbanist, from St. Petersburg, Florida spoke to veterinary students and community 
members on the importance that dogs have in our communities. About 30 people attended in person and 10 
people virtually. 
 
April 4th, 2023 @ Pasco-Hernando State College -- Instructional Performing Arts Center (2:00 pm to 
3:00 pm) 
The Nursing Workforce Dilemma in Florida 
ISPS and a panel of experts explored the nursing industry’s workforce with a statewide scope. About 40 people 
attended in person and 30 people virtually. 

•  Program Coverage: Patch 

April 22nd, 2023 @ Archibald Beach Park (8:30 am to 10:00 am) 
Earth Day Beach Clean Up 
ISPS, Keep Pinellas Beautiful and about 25 volunteers celebrated Earth Day by cleaning up Madeira Beach. 

•  Program Coverage: Tampa Bay Times 

April 27th, 2023 @ Treasure Island City Hall (5:30 pm to 6:30 pm) 
State of the Beaches – Mayors’ Town Hall 
ISPS and the Treasure Island & Madeira Beach Chamber of Commerce hosted a conversation about the state on 
the beaches with several beach mayors. This session was followed by a reception in which the attendees could 
meet their mayors. About 110 people attended in person and 60 people virtually. 

•  TV Coverage: Bay News 9, FOX 13, 10 Tampa Bay, ABC Action News 
•  Print Coverage: TBN Weekly, The Gabber, St. Pete Catalyst 

News 
•  ISPS published its April newsletter.  
•  Liz Sembler, ISPS Board Member, was named one of Academy Prep’s Five Fabulous Females for 2023. 
•  Jeff Johnson, ISPS Board Member, was recognized as a top influencer in Florida health care politics. 
•  ISPS created an official LinkedIn account. 
•  ISPS will host its next quarterly Board of Directors’ meeting on May 8th at SPC Epi Center 

Collaborative Labs. 

 
Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

May Report for Spring 2023 ~ 
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News 

•  Board Updates 
o ISPS hosted their quarterly Board of Directors’ meeting, along with a workshop/retreat, on May 

8th at SPC Epi Center Collaborative Labs. 
o ISPS hosted a virtual Special Board of Directors’ meeting on May 17th. 
o Alysen Heil, ISPS Board Member, lent her workforce expertise on a panel for a Pasco 50 event 

(50 of Pasco's influential companies based on their impact on the local economy through capital 
investment, employment, and industry leadership). 

o The Florida Board of Governors named Deveron Gibbons, ISPS Board Member and SPC 
Trustee, to serve on the Florida A&M University Board of Trustees.  

•  Team Updates 
o ISPS published its May newsletter.  
o ISPS is traveling to Indian River State College to attend the Florida College System Activities 

Association (FCSAA) Student Government Association (SGA) Advisors Conference on June 
14th. ISPS is presenting at Wednesday’s Lunch and Learn in hopes of further collaboration with 
students and advisors. 

o ISPS provided an update about our projects to Seminole City Council. 
o ISPS is collaborating with many community partners over the Summer, including the Westshore 

Financial Group, Leepa-Rattner Museum of Art, SPC’s Workforce Development Department, 
SPC’s College of Business, The Mainframe, Florida Nonprofit Alliance, Florida Civic Advance 
and the Association of Florida Colleges. 

•  Staff Highlights 
o Kimberly Jackson, ISPS Executive Director, was appointed to the Florida Bar Citizens Advisory 

Committee. 
o Aron Bryce, ISPS Statewide Coordinator, graduated from Leadership St. Pete – Class of 2023. 

Kimberly Jackson, Sam Jenkins, Matthew Lee and ISPS Board Chair Jo-Lynn Brown attended 
the ceremony. 

 
Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

June Report for Summer 2023 ~ 
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Programs 
 
July 27th, 2023 via the ISPS Website (12:00 pm to 1:00 pm) 
Tampa Bay Area Legislative Wrap-Up 
Join ISPS and the Tampa Bay Partnership for a reflection on the 2023 Legislative Session. Al Ruechel will host 
the conversation with Senators Ed Hooper and Darryl Rouson. 
 
News 
 

•  Team Updates 
o ISPS attained a clean audit for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year. Prida Guida Perez, P.A., ISPS’s 

independent auditors, stated, “In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present 
fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the business-type activities of the Institute 
as of March 31, 2023 and 2022.” 

o ISPS traveled to Indian River State College to attend the Florida College System Student 
Government Association (FCSSGA) Advisors Conference on June 14th. ISPS presented at the 
conference’s Lunch and Learn session and connected with advisors from across the state. 

o ISPS enjoyed meeting with former Congressman Dennis Ross, the Director of the American 
Center for Political Leadership at Southeastern University.  

o ISPS started to document the history and development of the Institute for Strategic Policy 
Solutions, including interviews with Commissioner Janet Long, Judge George Greer, Dr. Tom 
Furlong, former St. Petersburg Council Member Herb Polson, and Seminole Councilor Jim 
Olliver. 

o ISPS continues to update and improve our Voter’s Education Page – a one-stop-shop for 
Florida’s voters, including and especially students, with resources, helpful information, and 
educational videos. 

o ISPS published the June and July editions of its newsletter.  
•  Board Updates 

o Jeff Johnson, AARP Florida State Director, was featured in the latest issue of Florida Trend's 
magazine. 

o Adam Johnson shared his experiences on an International Careers panel organized by The St. 
Petersburg Chapter of The Links, Incorporated. 

•  Staff Updates 
o Matthew Lee's photography graced the front cover of SPC's Illumination Magazine. 

Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

August Report for Fall 2023 ~ 
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Programs 
July 27th, 2023 via the ISPS Website (12:00 pm to 1:00 pm) 
Tampa Bay Area Legislative Wrap-Up 
ISPS and the Tampa Bay Partnership reflected on the 2023 Legislative Session. Al Ruechel hosted the 
conversation with Senators Ed Hooper and Darryl Rouson. The Tampa Bay 100 spotlighted the program ahead 
of the premiere. 
 
September 21st, 2023 @ Hillsborough Community College Ybor City Campus – Ybor Room 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Join ISPS, the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Tampa Bay, Hillsborough Community College, and a group 
of Tampa Bay Area Hispanic leaders as they share about the role their heritage has played in their personal and 
professional lives. Moderated by Josh Rojas from Bay News 9, the panel includes: Lisset Hanewicz, the first 
Hispanic St. Petersburg City Council Member, Diane Cortes, President of Acumen Strategist, Laurimar 
Paniagua, Somos HCC Chair, Maria Bermudez-Torres, President of Tampa Hispanic Heritage, Inc., Maribel 
Garrett, City of Tampa’s Community Engagement Coordinator & Hispanic Liaison and Myriam Irizarry, the 
first Hispanic Pinellas County Judge. 
 
September 28th, 2023 @ SPC Downtown Center (1:00 pm to 2:00 pm) 
Keeping Community in Community College 
Join ISPS, the Downtown Neighborhood Association, and the St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership for 
presentation by writer and urbanist Peter Kageyama as he explores ways that state colleges can activate their 
surrounding communities. 
 
News 

•  Board Updates 
o ISPS welcomes Trustee Katie Cole to the Board of Directors. Thank you to Trustee Deveron 

Gibbons for your service and support. 
o ISPS additionally welcomes Valerie Ellis Lavin and Tarruck Wheeler to the Board of Directors. 
o ISPS hosted a quarterly Board of Directors’ meeting on August 7th at the SPC Seminole 

Campus. 
o Board Chair Jo-Lynn Brown, Tampa Bay Business & Wealth Magazine’s Managing Editor, won 

a Florida Magazine Association Charlie Award for a December 2022 cover story. 
o Brett Bina and Dr. Tom Furlong were featured as Catalyst Influencers. 

•  Team Updates 
o The new vote-by-mail rules were added to the Voter’s Education Page. ISPS plans to further 

cover these vote-by-mail updates in later video content. 

Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 

     ISPS 

September Report for Fall 2023 ~ 
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Programs 
September 27th, 2023 @ Hillsborough Community College Ybor City Campus – Ybor Room 124 (1:00 
pm to 2:00 pm)  
Hispanic Heritage Month 
Join ISPS, the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Tampa Bay, Hillsborough Community College, and a group 
of Tampa Bay Area Hispanic leaders as they share about the role their heritage has played in their personal and 
professional lives.  
September 28th, 2023 @ SPC Downtown Center Community Room 141 (1:00 pm to 2:30 pm) 
Keeping Community in Community College 
Join ISPS, the Downtown Neighborhood Association, and the St. Petersburg Downtown Partnership for 
presentation by writer and urbanist Peter Kageyama as he explores ways that state colleges can activate their 
surrounding communities. 
 
News 

•  Board Updates 
o ISPS will host a quarterly Board of Directors’ meeting on November 13th at the SPC Gibbs 

Campus. 
o Jo-Lynn Brown and Valerie Ellis Lavin were featured as Catalyst Influencers. 
o Nikki Gaskin-Capehart was appointed as President and CEO of the Pinellas County Urban 

League. 
•  Team Updates 

o ISPS presented at the Florida College System Student Government Association’s (FCSSGA) 
Presidents’ Assembly virtual meeting. 

o ISPS interviewed former Senator Dennis Jones, Congressman Young’s former District Director 
(and former Clearwater Mayor) George Cretekos, Congressman Young’s family and former SPC 
President Bill Law as part of our documentary on the history of the organization.  

o ISPS published its August and September newsletters. 
o Matthew Lee, ISPS Communication Coordinator, interviewed Julie Marcus, Pinellas County 

Supervisor of Elections, for our Voter Education Series. 
•  Staff Updates 

o Matthew Lee was promoted to Communications Coordinator. The St. Pete Catalyst highlighted 
his promotion in the Shuffle. 

o Aron Bryce was accepted onto the 2023-2024 Tampa Bay Watch Leadership Council. 
o Sam Jenkins co-created a new Young Professionals Group with SPC's College of Business and 

the Treasure Island & Madeira Beach Chamber of Commerce. 
Thank you for the acknowledgement at September’s BOT meeting. Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 
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Programs 
October 5th, 2023 @ SPC Gibbs Campus Student Success Conference Center (SU-236) (6:30 pm to 7:30 
pm) 
Young Elected Officials in Florida 
Tampa Bay area elected officials spoke about their roles in government, their professional experiences, and how 
they’re serving their Florida communities. Speakers included, Copley Gerdes, St. Petersburg City Council, 
Richie Floyd, St. Petersburg City Council, Tyler Payne, Treasure Island Mayor, Erik Arroyo, Sarasota City 
Commission, Berny Jacques, State Representative and Al Ruechel (moderator).  
 
November 16th, 2023 @ SPC Seminole Campus Digitorium (UP-160) (5:30 pm to 7:00 pm) 
2023 Grand Debate  
Join ISPS for a multi-college competition where students will engage in debate about crucial topical issues and 
compete for cash. This year ISPS will host five different colleges, including SPC, Hillsborough Community 
College, Polk State College, Eastern Florida State College and Miami Dade College. The Grand Debate returns 
to an in-person format as we have acquired a room block at the Cambria Hotel on Madeira Beach for students 
and staff. 
 
TBD - November 28th, 2023 @ The Poynter Institute (6:00 pm to 7:00 pm) 
Congressman Bill Young Documentary 
October 18th, 2023 marked 10 years since the passing of Congressman Bill Young, the visionary and 
inspiration behind the Institute. ISPS will celebrate and reflect on his legacy, including ISPS’s history, through 
a video reflection. 
 
News 

•  Board Updates 
o ISPS will host a quarterly Board of Directors’ meeting on November 13th at the SPC Gibbs 

Campus. 
o Dr. Mark Strickland and Jeff Johnson were featured as Catalyst Influencers. 
o Valerie Ellis Lavin’s company, Luminary Global, donated more than $100,000 in medical bags 

to Tampa Bay organizations, including SPC. 
•  Team Updates 

o ISPS published its October newsletter. 
o The Hispanic Heritage Month program was featured in TBAYtoday, Community College Daily 

and Spectrum Bay News 9. 
o Kimberly Jackson’s Community Voices article was published in the St. Pete Catalyst: Reflecting 

on Congressman Young’s legacy. 

Kindly follow us on: 
            

 
 
 

  
Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq. 
Executive Director 
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